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uam is going to decide on its political future. If
y don’t do this in July, then in November. If not
this year, then next year or the year after that.

That's the way it is supposed to be. It’s called the exer-

cise of democracy. It is called the end of colonialism.

One of the major hang-ups in making this decision is go-
ing to be American citizenship. Is it
important? Can it be negotiated?
Who among us will leave the island
rather than give it up?

In recent weeks, on the radio, I've
heard some commercials that try to
explain away the idea of American
citizenship. Three young men in the
commercial talk about how the Unit-
ed States has offered the Puerto Ricans
citizenship, apparently along with a
sort of independence. I'm not so sure.
The commercial also said that dual
citizenships weren’t uncommon.

Having citizenship in the most
powerful, richest nation in the world is a big deal. You
must remember thousands, actually millions of
over the world are swimming rivers and paying
of dollars to snakeheads to become an Ame;
That passport comes in handy if you are a ti
mn into trouble. '3

But is it essential to life, peace and
not. Filipinos have passports. '
erhave to give up our A
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Status voters need citizenship lowdown

I'm a little skeptical about all this. I would like to see a
statement from the Department of State explaining rules and
laws for citizenship and for dual citizenship. It may be true
that this sort of thing can be negotiated.

The only experience I've ever had with citizenship con-
cerns a few of my grandchildren. My daughter and her hus-
band moved to Canada in the late 1960s. The childfen were
bom in Canada, but since the parents were American citizens,
that presented a problem which was resolved when the chil-
dren turned 21. They had to go to the authorities and make
a choice, if they wanted to be Canadian or American. They
chose American. They could not be citizens of both countries.

In fact, I was very surprised to read a newspaper account
of Sir Anthony Hopkins, who has just become a Yank citizen.
“He has taken a dual citizenship,” his spokeswoman Cather-
ine Olim said. A federal judge in Los Angeles administered
the oath of citizenship last week. Apparently Hopkins hasn’t
given up his British citizenship, or his English title.

I'm sorry, but I still don’t believe dual citizenships are
all that common, despite what the commercial says, or
1 just want a full explanation of what was offered the

Ricans and more information about dual citizenship.
the Chamorros if they were to make an intelligent

100th year under the American flag. The
tripes was first raised on April 17, 1900 after 20
hiefs ceded the islands of Tutuila and Aunu’u to

ly Gov. Carl Gutierrez was in Samoa to help

; Reports out of Samoa indicate that the Samoans aren’t
interested now in any change of status.

One Associated Press story pointed out that, “The peo-
ple of American Samoa are American Samoans. not
Samoan-American. That's Fa’a Samoa, or the Samoan way.

It may be that the residents of American Samoa are bet-
ter off than their neighbors next door in what used to be -
called Western Samoa, but now is just plain Samoa. 3

One thing that impressed me when we were in Apia. in <
Samoa, was the long lines of Samoans standing in front of —
the American embassy, trying 1o get visas 1o the United »
States or to American Samoa.

The news story, in talking about the “partnership between
American Samoa and the United States,” talked about the
parades, feasts, celebrations and speeches. Some of the com-
memorations involved the Navy and Marines.

One of the territorial house members said: “We still have
the protection of the U.S. government, although we have
the right to control our own affairs.” The U.S. Congress has
not yet created an Organic Act for Samoa. However, the US.
Department of Interior allowed residents to draft their own
constitution.

The islands have had self-government for the past 25
years, and have had plenty of problems when it comes o
trying to balance a budget. :

Right now, two tuna-canning factories provide most of
the jobs, although they would like Congress to view Samoa
as an aquaculture haven for the future, in an effont 10 di-
versify the economy.

Joe Murphy is a former editor for the Pacific Daily
News and writes his Pipe Dreams column daily.
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